ST.  NEOTS 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


iiferary 


I II I  III  II 1 1  It  1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1  III  1 1 1 1  f  1 1  III  1 1  It  I IMMI II 1 1 1 1 1 II  III  t  II 1 1 1 II II II 1 1  It  II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 

THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

Surveyor  &  Chief  Public  Health 

Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1963 

TOMSON  8.  LENDRUM,  LTD.  ST.  NEOTS  &  HUNTINGDON. 


ST.  NEOTS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  1963. 

Once  again  the  slow  but  steady  rise  in  the  population  evident  over 
the  past  few  years  has  continued. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  again  fallen  slightly  during  the  year  and  the 
Death  Rate  shows  an  upward  trend  for  the  first  time  since  1959.  The 
increased  number  of  deaths  this  year  was  due  principally  to  a  greater 
incidence  of  cardio-vafscular  disease  occurring  mainly  in  the  older  section 
of  the  population. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  ran  at  a  very  low  level  during  the 
year,  there  being  no  outbreaks  reported.  Measles  was  again  the  most 
prevalent  Notifiable  disease  and  accounted  for  over  90  per  cent  of 
all  the  notifications  received. 

The  Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board  took  over  the  district’s  under¬ 
taking  at  the  end  of  1962  and  the  water  supply  has  been  maintained 
satisfactorily  so  far  as  quality  and  quantity  are  concerned.  A  link 
main  was  laid  between  Brington  and  Catworth  Fox  resulting  in  im¬ 
proved  pressure  in  these  areas  and  several  Parishes  in  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  district  have  had  their  supplies  increased. 

Completion  of  the  main  sewerage  scheme  for  Little  Paxton  and 
Southoe  was  finally  made  during  the  year  and  work  commenced  on 
a  similar  scheme  for  Oiford  D’Arcy  and  Offord  Cluny.  It  is  very 
creditable  to  note  that  five  out  of  the  twenty-three  parishes  have  now 
been  sewered  and  the  second  five  year  programme  is  well  advanced. 

Two  new  Council  bungalows  have  been  completed  in  Great  Staughton 
and  several  others  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Kimbolton,  Great 
Paxton  and  Grafham.  These  bungalows  are  required  for  occupation 
by  elderly  persons,  the  transfer  of  whom  would  greatly  reduce  the  amount 
of  under  occupancy  of  existing  Council  property. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  kindness  and  also  all  their  Officers  for  their 
continued  help  and  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
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J.  CALDWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  CALDWELL,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

M.  FAWCETT.  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Telephone  St.  Neots  402/3  and  Buckden  282). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Assistant  Surveyor 
W.  MURRAY.  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

(Telephone  St.  Neots  5) 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  :  52,559  acres  (approximately  81  square  miles). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1963  :  2,516. 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  :  £173,534. 

Value  of  a  Penny  Rate  :  £675. 

Estimated  population  (Mid  1962)  :  7,840. 

Estimated  population  (Mid.  1963)  :  7,940. 


COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


Housing,  Public  Health  and  Sewerage  Committee  : 
Chairman  :  Councillor  G.  T.  Ramply. 

Finance  and  Rating  Committee  : 

Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  A.  Carr. 


Chairman  of  the  Council  : 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  M.  Giibbins. 

Clerk  of  the  Council  : 

D.  J.  Dear. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  63 

58 

121 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 

8 

Total 

.  66 

63 

129 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

.  — 

3 

3 

Total 

.  — 

3 

3 

DEATHS 

(All  ages) 

54 

44 

98 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  esti¬ 
mated  population  . .  16.2 

Comparability  Factor  . .  1.07 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population  17.4 
(Ditto  for  England  and 
Wales)  . .  18.2 

Rate  per  LOGO  Total  (Live 

and  still)  Births  . .  22.7 

(Ditto  for  England  and 
Wales)  . .  17.3 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1  000 

estimated  population  . .  12.3 

Comparability  Factor  ..  1.03 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population  12.7 
(Ditto  for  England  and 
Wales)  . .  12.2 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  trends  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death 
Rate  for  the  district  over  the  past  five  years  and  compares  them  with 
those  for  the  County  of  Huntingdon  and  for  England  and  Wales. 


BIRTH  RATE  DEATH  RATE 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

St.  Neots  R.D.C. 

17.9 

16.1 

21.2 

19.3 

17.4 

8.2 

10.7 

10.3 

9.2 

12.7 

County  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon 

19.6 

19.7 

20.6 

21.6 

20.1 

10.1 

10.6 

10.1 

10.4 

11.3 

England  &  Wales 

16.5 

17.1 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

11.6 

11.5 

12.0 

11.9 

12.2 

DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

M  F  Total 

Legitimate  . .  1  0  1 

Illegitimate  . .  —  —  — 


Total  1  0  1 


DEATH  RATES  IN  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7.8 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  20.9 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Registrar  General's  List) 


Cause 


Male  Female 


Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
AH  other  accidents 
Suicide 


2 

5 

8 

2 

S 

1 

3 

4 
1 

4 

5 

1 

6 
2 
1 
1 


1 

3 

12 

3 

2 

8 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 


Total  all  causes  54  44 


3 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  Number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1963  :  ....  30 


Pulmonary  ....  28 

New  Cases  Diagnosed 
Respiratory.  Non*Res. 

Age  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F. 

O 
1 
5 
10 
15 
20 
25 

35  ... .  1  — 

45 
55 

65  &  upwards 
Totals  . . 


Nan-pulmonary - 2 

New  Cases — Transfers 
Respiratory.  Non-Rea 

M.  F.  M.  F 


1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

3  — 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in  connection  with  per¬ 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which 
deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  cases 
Notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  2 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  1 

Diphtheria  . .  . .  — 

Measles  . .  . .  60 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  .  . .  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  . .  — 

Typhoid  Fever  . .  . .  ■ — 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  1 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 


Total  . .  66 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  this 
authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  : 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 
Tel.  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.).  Tennison  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel.:  Cambridge  2097. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service,  operating 
in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service,  have  been  available  on 
doctors’  orders  (Tel.  Huntingdon  348). 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse  Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon  County 
Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attended  Maternity  cases  in 
the  District  : 
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(i)  2  Nurse/Midwives  residing  in  Great  Stoughton  (Tel.:  Kimbolton 
315)  attended  cases  in  Grafham,  Great  Stoughton,  Hail  Weston, 
Perry,  Catworth,  Covington,  Kimbolton  and  Tilbrook. 

(ii)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Eltisley  (Tel.  Croxton  210)  attended  cases  in 
Great  Paxton,  The  Offords,  Toseland,  Yelling,  Great  Gransden, 
Waresley  and  Abbotsley. 

(iii)  A  Nurse  residing  in  Brampton  (Tel.  Huntingdon  779)  attended 
cases  in  Buckden  and  Diddington. 

(iv)  Little  Paxton  and  Southoe  were  attended  by  a  Nurse  living  in  St. 
Neots  (Tel.  St.  Neots  215). 


(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the  Huntingdon 
County  Council  : — 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor  Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

1st  Thursday  in  month,  The  Clinic, 

10 — 11.30  a.m. 

Almond  Rd., 

St.  Neots. 

1st  Friday  in  month 

Village  Hall, 

10.30—11.30  a.m. 

Gt.  Staughton. 

Every  Monday, 

Health  Clinic, 

9.30 — 10.30  a.m. 

Nursery  Road, 

Huntingdon. 

Infant  Welfare 

Children 

Thursday,  2 — 4  p.m., 

The  Clinic, 

(0 — 5  years) 

Almond  Rd., 

St.  Neots. 

3rd  Monday  in  month,  Mandeville 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Hall,  Kimbolton. 

3rd  Tuesday  in  month,  Methodist 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Schoolroom, 

Buckden. 

1st  Friday  in  month, 

Village  Hall, 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Gt.  Staughton. 

Dental 

Pre-School 

Every  Tuesday  and 

The  Clinic, 

and  School- 

Thursday,  9  a.m. 

Almond  Rd., 

children. 

— 12  noon,  1.30 — 

St.  Neots. 

4.30  p.m. 

Pre-Natal 

Every  Tuesday 

Health  Clinic, 

and  Nursing 

9 — 12  noon, 

Nursery  Rd., 

Mothers. 

1.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Huntingdon. 

Every  Saturday 

9 — 12  noon. 

(ii)  The  following  Health  Services  are  provided 

by  the  Regional 

Hospital 

Board  : 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages. 

Every  Thursday, 

County 

10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 
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Venereal  Diseases 


Orthopaedic 


All  cases 


Males 

Females  & 
Children 


Tuesday  3 — 6.30  p.m,  Addenbrooke’s 
Thursday  4—6.30  p.m.  Hospital, 

Cambridge. 

Monday  4.30 — 6.30  p.m.  Out-patients 

Tuesday  5.30 — 7  p.m.  Department, 
Tuesday  10.30 — 12.30  p.m.  Memorial 
Thursday  4.30 — 6.30  p.m.  Hospital, 

Peterborough. 


Pre-School 
and  School¬ 
children. 


Every  Monday  (Sister)  The  Clinic, 

10  a.m. — 12  noon.  Almond  Rd., 

St.  Neots. 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesday  Health  Clinic, 

( Surgeon  by  appoint-  Almond  Rd., 

ment)  10  a.m. —  St.  Neots. 

12  noon. 


(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supplementary  Oph¬ 
thalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service  : 


Clinic 

Ophthalmic 


Patients  seen 
Pre-School 
and  School- 
children. 


When  held 

1st  &  3rd  Friday  in 
month  (by  appoint¬ 
ment  except  in 
emergency).  10  a.m. — 
12  noon,  2-3  p.m. 


Where  held 

Health  Clinic, 
Nursery  Rd., 
Huntingdon. 


Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Skin,  Obstetrical,  Gynaecological,  Pae¬ 
diatric  and  Dental  out-patient  clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon  County 
Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Prac¬ 
titioners  can  refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 


(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever — Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough  or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Hospital,  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Maternity  Hospital, 
Huntingdon  and  Mill  Road  Maternity  Hospital,  Cambridge. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
—YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963 
WATER  SUPPLY 

At  the  end  of  1962  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board  took  over 
completely  the  whole  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Council’s  area. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Water 
Board  for  the  following  information  : — 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  generally  satisfactory  in 
regard  to  quality  and  as  far  as  quantity  is  concerned  the  supply  has 
been  satisfactory  but  improvements  are  about  to  be  made  in  the  various 
supplies  as  follows  : 

A  new  water  main  is  to  be  laid  from  Raunds  to  Three  Shire 
Water  Tower  and  larger  booster  plant  is  to  be  installed  in  the  disused 
pumping  station  at  Great  Staughton  to  give  an  alternative  supply  to 
Stonely  and  Kimbolton.  During  1963  a  link  main  was  laid  between 
P.rington  and  Catworth  Fox  which  helped  to  maintain  pressures  on 
this  scheme  more  satisfactorily.  A  larger  pump  is  to  be  installed 
at  Diddington  to  enable  an  alternative  supply  to  be  made  to  the 
Stonely  and  Kimbolton  area.  Work  is  to  commence  shortly  on  the 
Brampton  to  St.  Neots  12  in.  trunk  main  and  the  5  in.  link  is  to 
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be  made  at  Diddington  to  enable  the  water  from  Brampton  to  be 
fed  into  the  Buckden  Regional  Water  Scheme  if  necessary.  Part  of 
the  branch  main  to  Toseland  will  also  be  laid  during  next  year  to 
help  the  Toseland/Yelling/OlTord  area.  The  trunk  main  in  the  Great 
Gransden  area  was  being  relaid  during  1963  and  it  is  hoped  to  be 
able  to  boost  some  water  in  this  area  during  1964  and  generally 
improve  supplies  by  means  of  a  new  proposed  water  tower  in  Great 
Gransden. 

The  Water  Board  take  monthly  bacteriological  samples  and  raw 
water  samples  every  four  months.  All  these  have  satisfactory  reports. 
Fluoride  content  has  not  been  checked  recently  but  is  unlikely  to 
have  changed.  No  plumbo  solvent  action  was  found. 

During  the  year  the  wells  at  Diddington  were  re-charged  from 
the  river  and  additional  check  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board 
when  re-charging  the  wells. 

The  amount  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  was  as  follows 

Kimbolton  Diddington  Gt.  Gransden 


Metered,  Gallons  per  head 

11.8 

14.2 

11.4 

Domestic,  Gallons  per  head 

29.8 

24.2 

2'5  5 

Total  Gallons  per  head 

41.6 

38.5 

37.9 

The  table  on  page  No.  8  gives  the  number  of  dw'ellinghouses 
in  each  Parish  now  supplied  with  mains  water  either  inside  the  house 
or  by  means  of  a  standpipe. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  ON  TREATED  WATER 

The  Council’s  Officers  obtained  bacteriological  water  samples  as 
follows . 

Buckden  Scheme,  10  satisfactory  samples,  1  unsatisfactory  sample. 
Great  Staughton  Scheme,  8  satisfactory  samples. 

Abbotsley  Scheme,  7  satisfactory  samples. 

Kimbolton  Scheme,  6  satisfactory  samples,  2  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Making  a  total  of  31  satisfactory  and  3  unsatisfactory  samples 
during  the  year.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  notified  immediately 
to  the  Board  and  repeat  samples  taken  in  each  case  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

Four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year.  One  from  each  of 
the  main  water  schemes.  All  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 

ANNUAL  RAINFALL  at  Great  Gransden  Hall,  21.06  inches.  Rain 
fell  on  177  days.  The  total  rainfall  is  a  little  below  average  but 
the  number  of  days  upon  which  rain  fell  is  above  average.  I  wish 
to  thank  E.  W.  R.  Bolden,  Esq.,  for  this  information. 

PRIVATE  WELLS 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired,  nil.  Wells  closed  as  polluted,  nil. 

Private  bacteriological  samples  taken  3 — all  unsatisfactory.  Two  of 

these  were  in  connection  with  a  proposed  water  supply  for  a  possible 
caravan  site  and  the  remaining  sample  was  taken  at  the  request  oi 

Contractors  working  in  the  area. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  five  private  swimming  pools  in  this  area  and  it  appears 
that  they  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  during  1963. 

During  the  swimming  season  three  satisfactory  bacteriological 
samples  were  taken  from  Kunbolton  School  swimming  pool  and  two 

from  Offord  School  swimming  pool.  Copies  of  reports  were  for¬ 
warded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES,  W.C.’s,  E.C.’s,  BATHS,  ETC., 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963 


Water  Supplies  Number  of  Houses 

Parish  No.  of  Inside  Council  Private  Baths  W.C.’s  E.C.’s 

Properties  S.P. 


Abbotsley 

1963 

100 

99 

1 

68 

70 

30 

Buckden 

356 

352 

1 

3 

272 

330 

26 

C'c.twortb 

96 

89 

4 

3 

50 

49 

47 

Covington 

30 

26 

1 

3 

22 

24 

6 

Diddington 

45 

45 

— 

— 

7 

8 

37 

Eynesbury  H. 

34 

34 

— 

— 

24 

23 

11 

Graf  bam 

72 

72 

— 

— 

30 

29 

43 

Gransden  Gt. 

185 

179 

3 

3 

139 

136 

49 

Hail  Weston 

101 

100 

1 

— 

82 

61 

40 

Kimbolton 

290 

288 

2 

— 

252 

280 

10 

O  fiord  Ciuny 

109 

99 

5 

5 

72 

70 

39 

O fiord  Darcy 

111 

106 

3 

2 

67 

71 

40 

Paxton  Gt. 

125 

125 

— 

— 

94 

90 

35 

Paxton  Lt. 

149 

147 

— 

2 

142 

144 

5 

St.  Neots  R. 

20 

20 

— 

— 

16 

18 

2 

Southoe-Midloe 

91 

81 

6 

4 

53 

47 

44 

Staugbton  Gt. 

276 

265 

3 

8 

208 

224 

52 

Stow  Longa 

33 

33 

— 

— 

27 

25 

8 

Tetworth 

32 

22 

— 

10 

25 

25 

7- 

Tilbrook 

81 

79 

1 

1 

64 

64 

17 

Toseland 

42 

36 

5 

1 

15 

14 

28 

Waresley 

61 

54 

1 

6 

49 

45 

16 

Yelling 

77 

74 

— 

3 

42 

34 

43 

TOTALS 

2516 

2425 

36 

55 

1810 

1881 

635 

97.81%  Piped  water  supplies.  67  E.C.’s  converted  to  W.C.’s  during 

74.76%  Houses  with.  W.C.’s.  year. 

71.94%  Houses  with  baths.  41  Baths  installed  during  year. 

96.34%  Piped  water  inside. 

98%  supplies  inside  houses. 

The  average  number  of  tenants  per  house  is  3j  and  this  figure 
could  be  used  to  find  the  estimated  population  served  by  each  of 
the  above  services. 

DIDDINGTON  RESERVOIR  SCHEME 

During  the  year  work  progressed  on  the  construction  of  this  large 
man  made  reservoir  and  a  start  was  also  made  on  the  treatment  works 
at  Perry  and  the  Intake  Works  near  the  river  in  Buckden. 

As  most  of  this  reservoir  will  be  in  the  Parish  of  Grafham  my 
Council  were  successful  in  obtaining  from  the  Water  Authority  an 
undertaking  that  the  reservoir  will  generally  be  known  as  “Grafham 
Water”.  Steps  are  also  being  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Planning  Officer  to  try  and  schedule  the  countryside  surrounding  this 
reservoir  as  an  area  of  special  control  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act. 
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SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  sewering  of  Little  Paxton  and  Southoe  was  completed  during 
1963.  At  the  end  of  the  year  in  addition  to  these  two  Parishes  the 
Parishes  of  Kimbolton,  Great  Staughton  and  Buckden  were  now 

adequately  served  with  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works. 

The  sewage  scheme  for  Offord  Darcy  and  Offord  Cluny  was 
started  upon  at  the  end  of  1963  and  tenders  were  in  hand  for  the 
sewering  of  the  hamlet  of  Perry  in  conjunction  with  the  Great  Ouse 
Water  Authority. 

Five  of  the  23  parishes  in  the  Council’s  area  have  now  been 

sewered.  The  Consulting  Engineers  were  working  upon  proposed 
schemes  for  Hail  Weston,  Yelling  and  Grafham  during  1963  and  it 
is  proposed  to  start  on  Hail  Weston  when  the  Offord  scheme  has 
been  completed.  The  site  for  sewage  disposal  work  was  agreed  with 
the  County  Planning  Officer. 

All  farmers  on  the  lines  of  proposed  sewers  have  been  contacted 
regarding  “Trade  effluents”.  In  only  one  case  is  the  farmer  concerned 
in  negotiation  with  the  Council  for  discharging  trade  effluent  into 
the  Council’s  proposed  sewer.  All  other  farmers  have  decided  to 

treat  their  own  sewage  on  the  farm  and  return  the  effluents,  etc., 

to  the  farm  land. 

After  each  Parish  is  sewered  the  Council  follow  up  all  properties 
served  by  the  sewers  and  ensure  that  W.C.’s  are  provided  at  these 

properties.  At  the  end  of  1963  all  possible  properties  in  Kimbolton, 
Great  Staughton,  Buckden  and  Little  Paxton  had  been  so  dealt  with 
and  Southoe  was  in  the  process  of  being  followed  up. 

Close  contact  is  stiill  maintained  with  the  Pollution  Officer  of  the 
Great  Ouse  River  Board  and  three  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were 
taken  by  his  Department  and  reported  as  satisfactory. 

One  piped  sewer  received  attention  during  the  year  and  six 
repairs  were  carried  out  to  sewage  works.  55  private  cesspools, 

208  Council  cesspools  or  sewage  tanks  were  cleansed  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  cleansing  scheme  as  outlined  in  the  1958  and  1962  reports 

still  continues  to  operate  fairly  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  difficulties 

in  attracting  suitable  labour  for  this  work.  The  Council  adopted  a 
bonus  scheme  for  the  workmen  employed  in  order  to  try  and  make 
the  work  more  attractive,  and  their  scheme  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

A  new  35  cubic  yard  Pakamatic  refuse  vehicle  was  ordered  during 
1963  and  when  delivered  should  economise  on  the  number  of  journeys 

to  the  refuse  tip.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  existing  refuse  tips 

were  getting  rather  full  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  try  to 
find  alternative  disposal  arrangements  which  will  become  necessary 
during  1964  or  1965. 

The  average  cost  of  dealing  with  each  dustbin  or  pail  is  approxi¬ 
mately  1  /Id. 

LITTER 

During  the  year  further  litter  baskets  were  provided  for  Parish 

Councils  at  Diddington  and  Kimbolton.  Generally  speaking  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  real  litter  nuisance  in  the  Council’s  district. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE  LICENCES 

64  Licences  were  issued  for  1963. 

The  Council  decided  that  any  existing  petrol  storage  tanks  over 

five  years  old  should  be  tested  before  the  1963  licences  were  issued 
and  due  notice  of  this  was  given  when  the  1962  licences  were 
sent  out.  Therefore,  during  1963  much  extra  work  was  thrust  on 
the  Department  by  witnessing  pressure  or  ullage  tests  at  these  tanks. 
However,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  all  such  tanks  were  tested  b/ 
the  end  of  1963  and  in  one  or  two  cases  defects  on  the  installation 
including  the  renewal  of  one  tank  were  remedied.  When  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  many  of  the  petrol  filling  stations  have  several  tanks 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  this  work  took  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  time. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Five  caravan  site  licences  covering  a  further  six  caravans  were 
issued  during  1963  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop¬ 
ment  Act,  1960.  In  the  case  of  two  of  the  larger  sites  requiring 
major  works,  work  proceeded  during  1963  on  complying  with  the 
licence  conditions.  One  case  was  more  or  less  complied  with  in  total 
at  the  end  of  1963  but  the  other  one,  although  the  main  item  of 
toilet  blocks  is  completed,  still  had  several  conditions  not  complied 
with.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  follow  up  in  detail  all  licences 
issued  during  the  year  but  as  soon  as  time  permits  all  licences  issued 
will  be  checked  upon  in  detail. 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  MAINTENANCE 

2,191  inspections  were  carried  out  and  978  orders  were  issued 
for  repairs.  All  repairs  have  been  carried  out  by  private  builders 
and  contractors.  During  the  year  bathroom  and  w.c.  improvement 
schemes  were  completed  at  4  houses  in  Toseland,  4  houses  in  Stow 
Longa  and  9  out  of  the  18  houses  in  Southoe.  Work  was  proceeding 
on  the  remaining  9  houses  in  Southoe  at  the  end  of  1963,  and  the 
contract  being  due  for  completion  on  the  31st  March,  1964. 

NEW  BUILDINGS 

219  plans  of  new  buildings  or  alterations  were  deposited  and  644 
visits  were  made  to  inspect  the  works  in  progress.  The  number  of 
plans  deposited  has  increased  by  almost  100%  but  the  number  of 
visits  made  has  unfortunately  declined  due  to  pressure  of  other  work 
during  the  year.  However,  all  essential  visits  under  Building  Bye  Laws 
have  been  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  foundations,  drains, 
damp  courses,  etc. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  as  the 
prime  responsibility  for  the  enforcement  of  these  laws  rests  with  the 
County  Council. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 


WHOLE  OR  PART 

Cattle  Sheep 


Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

123 

Nil 

Nil 

340 

217 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

123 

Nil 

Nix 

340 

217 

Nil 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

12 

Nil 

and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only. 

9% 

Nil 

Nil 

0.3% 

5.5% 

Nil 

Whcle  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

culosis 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  pa^t 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ment  by  refr  geraticn 
Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS,  INCLUDING  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

35  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made.  2  cwt.  261-  lbs.  food¬ 
stuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Four  samples 
of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  were 
reported  as  grade  1.  99  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  for 

the  purpose  of  meat  inspection.  The  licences  of  three  slaughtermen 
were  renewed  on  the  1st  October,  1963.  The  new  Kimbolton  slaughter¬ 
house  was  used  during  the  whole  of  1963. 

At  the  end  of  1963  the  unsatisfactory  butcher’s  shop  reported  last 
year  was  in  the  process  of  being  completely  re-built.  During  1964 
these  premises  will  be  entirely  brought  up  to  standard.  The  building 
referred  to  last  year  in  another  village  was  completely  re-constructed 
to  fom  a  satisfactory  butcher’s  shop.  Two  other  cases  of  contraven¬ 
tions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  noted  during  1963  and 
steps  are  being  taken  by  the  persons  concerned  to  remedy  the  defects 
in  order  to  avoid  further  proceedings. 

During  the  year  two  premises  were  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  or  the  manufacture 
of  sausages,  cooked  meat.  There  is  now  a  total  of  51  such  premises 
on  the  Council’s  register. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  operated  from  the  end  of  the  year  and  contact  was 
established  with  the  R.S.P.C.A.  with  a  view  to  issuing  licences  for  two 
cases  known  to  exist  in  the  Council’s  area.  These  will  of  course 
he  covered  in  the  1964  report. 


STREET  NUMBERING  AND  NAME  PLATES 

During  1963  numbers  were  allocated  to  the  remaining  parishes 
which  had  not  alreadv  been  so  numbered,  so  that  at  the  end  of  1963 
every  parish  in  the  Rural  District  had  been  numbered. 

The  Council  authorised  a  sum  of  £500  to  be  included  in  the 

financial  estimates  for  1964/65  so  that  name  plates  could  either  be 

exhibited  for  the  first  time  or  existing  unsatisfactory  plates  being 
renewed  to  the  suggested  Ministry  of  Transport  standard. 

NEW  HOUSING 

Two  new  bungalows  were  completed  in  Great  Staughton  during 
1963.  One  council  house  was  sold  to  the  existing  tenant  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  therefore  owned  510  houses  plus 

20  prefabricated  bungalows. 

During  1963  work  was  commenced  on  building  two  further  bungalows 
and  four  flats  at  Kimbolton,  two  bungalows  and  six  garages  at  Great 
Paxton  and  two  bungalows  at  Grafham.  The  bungalows  at  Great 
Paxton  being  an  experiment  with  all  electric  underfloor  heating. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  were  negotiating  for  a  further 
housing  site  in  Southoe  to  build  flats  to  replace  several  class  5 

houses.  They  were  also  negotiating  for  a  site  for  old  people’s  bungalows 
in  Great  Gransden.  An  amended  layout  for  the  Buckden  site  was 
in  negotiation  with  the  County  Planning  Officer  with  a  view  to  having 
the  site  works  carried  out  during  1964.  The  schemes  for  garages  in 
London  Lane,  Great  Paxton  and  Kimbolton  were  in  the  course  of 
preparation  and  outline  planning  permission  was  obtained  so  that  the 
Little  Paxton  prefabs  could  be  demolished  if  necessary  to  make  way 
for  a  large  scale  private  housing  scheme  development  and  the  re¬ 
placement  of  the  prefabs  with  flats  at  the  rear  of  Wantage  Gardens, 
Little  Paxton,  if  necessary. 
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Arising  from  these  schemes  information  was  obtained  on  types 
of  houses  required  and  the  amount  of  under  occupation  of  existing 
council  houses  and  it  was  found  that  small  houses  are  still  required 
in  this  area,  particularly  bungalows,  so  that  existing  three  bedroom 
type  houses  could  be  released  for  occupation  by  young  families  or 
newly  married  people  if  the  existing  tenants,  consisting  of  elderly 
persons  of  one  or  two  in  number,  could  be  re-housed  in  smaller 
type  accommodation. 

Two  almshouses  in  the  Grass  Yard,  Kimbolton,  were  taken  over 
by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  scheme  of  improvements  was 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  The  scheme  was  approved 
and  the  work  is  now  in  progress. 

45  new  private  enterprise  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Council’s  area. 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

17  standard  or  discretionary  improvement  grant  schemes  were 
completed  during  1963  making  a  total  of  258  houses  upon  which 
grants  have  been  paid  since  the  dates  of  the  Acts.  Many  other 
schemes  have  been  approved  and  are  in  progress. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
either  formally  or  informally  under  the  Housing  Acts  or  Public 
Health  Acts.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  has  also  been  satis¬ 
factory  and  generally  speaking  the  Council’s  method  of  dealing  with 
the  housing  problems  is  eminently  suitable  for  a  Rural  area  like  this. 

HOUSING  APPLICATIONS 

The  annual  revision  of  the  housing  waiting  list  shows  there  are 
a  total  of  98  applicants.  15  of  these  have  no  separate  home  (newly¬ 
weds,  rooms,  caravans,  etc.),  10  were  condemned  houses  and  1  was 
overcrowded,  making  the  true  waiting  list  for  a  council  house,  26 
applicants.  18  of  these  were  requests  to  transfer  existing  Council 
house  tenancies  to  either  smaller  or  larger  houses.  Invariably  the 
Allocation  Committee  consider  the  transfer  of  existing  tenancies,  when 
allocating  any  Council  houses  and  during  the  year  one  exchange  of 
Council  house  tenancy  from  outside  the  area  was  made. 
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HOUSING  TABLE 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 

ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  298 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  714 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  re¬ 
spects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  19 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers,  excluding  those  dealt  with  by  Improvement  Grants  17 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  with  the  assistance 

of  Improvement  Grants  . .  17 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16  and  24  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  •  •  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . .  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  re¬ 
medied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  •  •  33 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  26  and  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De¬ 
molition  Orders  were  made  .  • 2 3  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  •  •  9 

(3)  Number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year  ..  1 

(4)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  . .  5 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  •  •  1 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  having  being  rendered  fit  Nil 
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(E)  Procedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : — 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the 

year  . .  Nil 

(2)  Total  number  of  houses  included  in  (1)  above  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  unfitness 

for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  included  by  reason  of  bad  arrange¬ 
ment,  etc.  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  families  displaced  during  the  year  ..  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1957 — Part  IV,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  1 

(iil)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  new  oases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  yr.  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  yr.  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 

upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  de¬ 
sirable  to  report  — 

During  the  year  quite  a  number  of  transfers  of  Council  house  ten¬ 
ancies  were  arranged  which  enabled  a  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
and  under  occupation  of  Council  houses  to  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 
Whenever  a  Council  house  is  vacant  the  Housing  Allocation  Committee 
always  pay  regard  to  this  possibility  with  a  view  to  making  the  best 
possible  use  of  existing  Council  house  accommodation. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

REPORT  FOR  12  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963. 
No.  of  houses  inspected  :  334. 


No.  of 

houses  treated 

and  cleared 

:  201. 

Total  No. 
of  properties 
inspected 

Total  No. 
of  major 
rat  infesta¬ 
tions  found 

Total  No. 
of  minor  rat 
infesta¬ 
tions  found 

No.  of  mice 
infesta¬ 
tions  found 

No.  of  in¬ 
fested  pro¬ 
perties 
treated 

No.  of 
notices 
served  under 
Section  4 

563 

1 

56 

2 

57 

Nil 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in¬ 
spections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 


Number  Number  of  : — 

on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 
Register  tions  notices  prosecuted 
(2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  . .  20 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . .  39 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  ..  10 


3 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Total  69  3  Nil  Nil 


Arising  out  of  the  above  inspections  no  defects  were  noted. 
Many  visits  are  made  to  building  sites  for  Building  Byelaw  purposes 
and  these  are  not  included  in  the  above  table  of  inspections  but 
nevertheless  the  opportunity  is  taken  of  checking  the  sanitary  ac¬ 
commodation  available  for  the  workmen. 

OUTWORKERS.  .  ^  _  .. 

Number  of  outworkers  on  February  list  required  by  Section  110 

were  as  follows  : — 

Wearing  Apparel,  Making,  etc.  . .  1 

Stuffed  toys  . .  •  •  •  •  . .  3 

Total  . .  4 


No  cases  of  default  in  sending  in  lists  were  known,  there  were 
no  prosecutions  and  no  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE:— 

Housing  . .  i&9 

Council  House  Maintenance  . .  2191 

Houses,  etc.,  Under  P.H.  Act,  1936  . .  515 

Supervision  erection  of  new  buildings  . .  644 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  . .  237 

Post-war  housing  , .  323 

Drains  Tested  . .  155 

Water  Supply  . .  26 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . .  80 

Pood  Premises,  Vehicles,  etc.  . .  35 

Rats  and  Mice  (Inspectors  and  Operator)  . .  581 

Miscellaneous  . .  166 

Moveable  Dwellings  . .  83 

Factories  (No  Power)  . .  3 

Housing  Applications  . .  21 

Petroleum  . .  118 

Slaughterhouses  . .  99 

Houses  Disinfected  •  •  1 

Ice  Cream  samples  taken  . .  4 

Water  samples  taken  (Chemical)  ..  4 

Water  samples  taken  (Bacteriological)  •  •  42 

Street  Numbering  •  •  365 

Animals  •  •  1 

Planning  .  •  23 
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